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Program Summary 

The major in Public Administration is designed to enable graduates to provide creative solutions to the 
unique challenges facing city, county, and regional governments in Greater Minnesota and in neighboring 
states.  39-40 credits are required for a Bachelor of Arts:  Public Administration. 
 

There are two tenured faculty who also teach primarily in Political Science. 

Faculty 

The Polit ical Science program offers a Bachelor of Arts degree in Public 
Administration.  This proposal recommends the discontinuance of the Public 
Administration program/ degree.  No faculty would be retrenched. 
 

The attached documents include: Instructional Cost Study data, five-year enrollments, number of majors 
 by department, degrees awarded, College Now data, Liberal Arts Curriculum (LAC) numbers, faculty 
 salaries without summer session, and re-assigned time. A master copy of all relevant documents has 
 been compiled as well. 

Statistical Profile 

 
Public Administration has 16 declared majors (fall 2010), 3 degrees awarded in FY10, 0 courses in the 
Liberal Arts Curriculum, 0 courses in College Now, and a student FYE of 3.6 for FY10. The Public 
Administration major does not offer lower-division coursework.  Per the Instructional Cost Study, Upper-
division courses in Public Administration rose from a cost of $3,816 in FY 06 per FYE (the MnSCU System 
average was $2,974) to $4,585 in FY 09 (the System average was $3,321).  The total loss within the 
allocation model funding for the  Program climbed from $11,199 in FY 06 to $20,965 in FY 09.   
 
There has been a decline in enrolled majors in Public Administration over the past five years, from 2in fall 
2006 to 16 in fall 2010.  The number of degrees awarded has gone from 12 in 2005-06 to 3 in 2009-10.  
Total headcount in Public Administration courses in academic year 2006 was 26 in 3 courses plus 2 
internships; in 2011 the number was 14 in one class plus one internship.     
  

Mankato State, Winona State, and Minnesota Online all offer four-year degrees in Public Administration.  
Two-year institutions that offer programs with emphases on Public Administration include:  Hennepin 
Technical College and Minneapolis Community and Technical College.  

Relevant System Data 

 

The five-year enrollment/fiscal data provided in the accompanying documents, staffing needs, current 
budget realities and the need to reallocate resources for maximum service to students and their 
continued success, have led to the proposal to discontinue the Public Administration program. As 
indicated in the above figures, there is no sustained student demand for this particular program.  
Elimination of the Public Administration courses would reduce adjunct and/or overload.   

Rationale  
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